
Project 5: The Writing Showcase – 20 points 
 
Purpose: Learn how to write a popular online genre that showcases your interests and 

talents 
Audience: Your instructor, your peers, the world 
 
The Assignment 
For the writing showcase, you can choose from a collection of popular web writing genres and 
compose two pieces that highlight your interests and skills. 
 
For Project 4, choose two of the following options and post it to your portfolio: 
 

• The review (500 words): write a review of a movie, restaurant, watch, car, social/artistic 
event, etc. 

• The travel experience (500 words): write about your experiences traveling to a 
destination here or abroad 

• The informative guide (500 words): write a guide to something that interests you but 
something that your readers may not know about; make “it” interesting 

• The celebrity profile or obituary (500 words): write a piece on one of your favorite 
celebrities or write an obituary for someone famous who is still alive 

• The op-ed (500 words):write a compelling, insightful, well-researched, and persuasive 
opinion-editorial on a current event or issue 

• The how-to guide (variable word length): write a set of instructions using text and visuals 
that will help users complete a task (http://www.instructables.com/) 

 
Goals of the Assignment 
Writing for the web is an amazing experience⎯with current technology, you have the freedom 
to write and create almost anything. But all of that creative freedom comes at a price: almost 
anyone can do it. This doesn’t mean that anyone can do it well. But it does seem like everyone 
is doing it. So, you have to carve out your niche and do it really well to create and keep an 
audience. The problem is, while carving out your niche, you also have to be a flexible and 
diverse writer, so that you can shift your style to address the purpose and audience of a given 
rhetorical situation. This assignment will help you refine your voice while practicing a popular 
web writing genre. The goals of the assignment are to help you accomplish the following: 
 

• Learn about a popular web writing genre and produce a practiced example of that genre 
• Better understand the rhetorical situations (purpose, audience, context, medium, angle) 

involved in web writing 
• Develop a process that allows you to compose a solid piece of writing 
• Practice using industry standard applications (Adobe CS, Squarespace, etc.) as part of 

the research and development process 
• Use rhetorically informed design theory (HATS, CARP) and appropriate technology to 

create a professional looking page for your posts. 
 
Format 
This piece must adhere to MLA, APA, CMS, or AP guidelines (if applicable). Your format should 
follow the genre expectations of the type of writing that you choose. 
 
Revision 
While you will be able to revise all of your work to post to your online portfolio, you will only be 
able to revise one assignment for submission at the end of the term, which will be due on our 
final exam day. I will average your first grade with your revised grade for your final mark. 


